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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

Amersham  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  place  before  you  the  Report  on  this  District 
for  the  year  1937. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  area  of  the  Amersham  Rural  District  is  46,201  acres. 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  Resident  population  mid- 
1937  is  31,510.  This  is  an  increase  of  350  above  the  suggested  estimate 
for  mid-1936. 

The  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book  at 
the  end  of  1937  was  9,588. 

The  rateable  value  of  all  hereditaments  in  the  District  on  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1937  was  £268,385,  and  the  estimated  produce  of  a Id.  rate 
for  the  financial  year  1937 — 1938  was  £1000. 

The  Council’s  area  is  chiefly  agricultural  and  residential.  Con- 
siderable building  activitities  are  going  on  within  the  area  and 
consquently  the  building  trade  has  become  one  of  the  main  sources 
of  employment.  There  still  exists  some  shortage  of  agricultural  labour 
due  principally  to  the  movement  of  agricultural  workers  into  the 
building  trade.  -There  are  two  Bacon  and  Sausage  factories,  eight 
Chair  factories,  ten  Brickmaking  establishments  and  three  Lawn  Tennis 
Racquet  factories  within  the  area. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year. 


Live  i 

Legitimate 

Total 

462 

M. 

252 

Births  ( 

Illegitimate 

13 

5 

Still 

( Legitimate 

11 

6 

Births 

^ Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Deaths 

• • • • • • 

...  324 

156 

F. 

210 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population — 15  07 
Rate  per  1,000,  total 
(Live  and  Still)  births 


0 —246 


f Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
168  estimated  resident 
population — 10*2 
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There  have  been  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
and  only  one  from  other  Puerperal  causes. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  i year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  42' 1 

Legitimate  Infants  per  i,ooo  Legitimate  Live 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42'  1 

There  was  no  deaths  among  Illegitimate 
Children  under  1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  53 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  3 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  2 

There  have  been  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  or 
invalidity,  nor  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  enviroment  having  a 
prejudicial  effect  on  health,  neither  has  there  been  any  evidence  that 
unemployment  has  had  any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or 
physique  of  Children  or  adults. 


General  Provisions  and  Health  Services  in  the  District. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Humphrey  England,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Part  Time  Officer. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Mr.  J.  T.  Lloyd,  m.s.i.a.,  a.r.s.i. 

(Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector) 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Mr.  L.  G.  Hill,  m.s.i.a  a.r.s.i. 

(Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector) 

Engineering  Assistant : 

Mr.  B.  K.  Nightingale,  a.m.i.m.  and  Cy.  E.  San.  I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  ; 

Mr.  F.  G.  Caudrey, 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Assistant 
Mr.  K.  Freeman. 

Senior  Clerk  : 

Mr.  L.  F.  Preen. 

funior  Clerk  : 

Mr.  G.  Massey, 

Whole  Time  Officers. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Clinical  Material,  e g.,  Sputum,  Swabs,  Water,  Milk,  &c.,  when  requir- 
ed to  be  analysed,  are  forwarded  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association 
Watergate  House,  York  Building,  Adelphi,  W.C.2. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. 

An  Ambulance  is  supplied  by  the  Aylesbury  Isolation 
Hospital  (Joint  Board). 

(b)  For  Non-Inf ectious  Cases. 

An  Ambulance  is  kept  at  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
eadquarters  Bellmgdon  Road.  The  Superintendant  lives  at 
26,  Cameron  Poad,  Chesham.  Tel.:  128  Chesham. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Nature  of  the  arrangements  in  the  Area. 

GENERAL. 


Amersham 
Amersham  Common 
Coleshill 
Winchmore  Hill 
Chalfont  St.  Giles 


Chalfont  St.  Peter 

Lee  Common 
The  Lee 
Chartridge 
Swan  Bottom 
Ashley  Green 
Whelpley  Hill 
Ley  Hill 
Lye  Green 
Tylers  Hill 
Latimer 
Holmer  Green 
Penn  Street 

Little  Missenden 
Great  Missenden 
Little  Kingshill 
Hyde  Heath 
Penn 


1 Queens  Nurse  appointed  by  Local  District 
Nursing  Association.  Is  a qualified  mid-wife, 
and  practices  as  such. 

2 Nurses,  one  private,  and  one  Queens  Nurse 
appointed  by  the  Local  Nursing  Association 
Both  are  certified  Mid -wives  and  practice 
as  such. 

2 Queen’s  Nurses,  both  certified  mid-wives  and 
practice  as  such. 

i Nurse  appointed  by  the  Local  Nursing 
Association,  who  is  a certified  mid-wife  and 
practices  as  such. 


i Nurse  appointed  by  Local  District  Nursing 
Committee.  Is  a qualified  mid-wife  and 
practices  as  such. 


) i Nurse  appointed  by  Hazlemere  Local  District 
j Nursing  Committee.  Is  a qualified  mid-wife 
and  practices  as  such. 

h i Nurse  appointed  by  Local  District  Nursing 
. Committee.  Is  a certified  mid-wife  and 
f practices  as  such. 

Is  a certified  mid-wife  and 
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i Nurse  (private), 
practices  as  such. 

3 Nurses  (private),  Two  of  these  are  certified 
Mid-wives  and  practice  as  such, 
i Nurse  appointed  by  Local  District  Nursing 
Association.  Is  a certified  mid-wife  and  prac- 
tices as  such. 

i Nurse  appointed  by  local  District  Nursing 
Association.  Is  a certified  mid-wife  and  prac- 
tices as  such 

There  are  fourteen  qualified  mid-wives  (as  shewn  above)  in  the 
District,  all  of  whom  practice  as  mid-wives.  They  are  not  employed 
or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  above  District  Nurses  do  not  attend  Infectious  cases.  Those 
that  cannot  be  properly  nursed  by  relatives,  or  properly  isolated,  are 
sent  into  the  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 


Amersham  Common 

Hawridge 
St.  Leonards 
Buckland  Common 

Prestwood 
Great  Kingshill 


Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  seven  Infant  Welfare  Centres — namely,  at  Amersham-on- 
the-Hill,  Chalfont  St.  Giles,  Chalfont  St.  Peter,  Great  Missenden, 
Winchmore  Hill,  Prestwood  and  Chartridge. 

Immunisation  against  Diptheria  is  carried  out  at  all  the  above 
Infant  welfare  Centres 

School  Clinics — At  Chesham,  Germain  St.,  Ophthalmic,  Dental 
and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Orthopaedic  (not  restricted  to 
children  of  school  age).  At  Chalfont  St.  Peter,  Ophthalmic  and  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  at  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

Patients  are  also  sent  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  Aylesbury. 

Tuberculosis  at  Chesham. 


Hospitals. 

Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  as  follows  : — 

For  Non- Infectious  Diseases. 

(а)  Within  the  District. 

Chalfont  St.  Peter  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds,  Men  10,  Women  15,  Children,  4 Cots.  Private,  5 wards 
and  1 semi-private  ward  containing  2 beds. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  are  carried  out  and  a portable  X 
Ray  Apparatus  is  in  attendance  every  Tuesday. 

(б)  Outside  the  District. 

Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 

Beds  22.  Men  9,  Women  7,  Children  5,  and  2 Private  Wards. 
There  are  facilities  for  X-Ray  examination.  Massage  and  Electrical 
treatment  are  carried  out  in  a separate  building  in  Chesham. 
Royal  Bucks  County  Hospital,  at  Aylesbury. 

The  War  Memorial  Hospital,  at  High  Wycombe. 

As  the  District  is  only  about  25  miles  from  London,  patients  are 
frequently  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  London  Hospitals. 

For  Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Small  Pox  or  Tuberculosis. 

The  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

For  Tuberculosis. 

The  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium. 

The  Colony  for  Epileptics  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  is  also  within  the 
District. 


Institutional  provisions  for  Un-married  Mothers,  Illegitimate 
Infants  and  Homeless  Children. 

The  Amersham  Institution  and  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  are  within  the 
District. 

There  is  no  Institutional  provision  for  the  cate  of  Mental  Defectives 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water 


The  piped  supply  is  satisfactory. 


During  1937  the  following  extensions 

of  the  water  mains  were 

made 

Length  of 

Situation 

Extension 

Company  making  Extension. 

Austenwood  Estate,  Chalfont 

tn  yards 

Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge 

St.  Peter 

192 

Valley  Water  Co. 

Chenies  Estate,  ,, 

1504 

Eleanor  Road, 

88 

if 

Nortoft  Road,  ,, 

40 

9 y 

Goldhill  Common,  ,, 

34 

1 y 

Monument  Lane,  ,, 

76 

»> 

Layters  Green, 

68 

t 9 

Chalfont  Heights  Estate 

56 

9 9 

Bellingdon 

100 

9 * 

Chartridge 

516 

t t 

Little  Missenden 

730 

9 9 

Prestwood 

105 

9 9 

Pednor  Vale 

590 

9 9 

Amersham,  Chenies 

9 9 

& Miscellaneous 

4,000 

Amersham,  Beaconsfield 

approx. 

& District  Water  Co., 

Total  - 

Approx.  4.6 

miles. 
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4 samples  of  the  piped  supply  were  analysed  bactcriologically 
during  the  year,  and  the  reports  upon  all  of  them  were  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  9 samples  of  water  were  taken  from 
sources  other  than  public  supply  and  of  these  8 proved  to  be  satis- 
factory and  1 u iSatisfactory.  3 of  the  9 samples  were  taken  from 
cress  beds  within  the  Council’s  area  and  were  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  scheme  for  the  Parishes  of  Great  and  Little  Missenden  was 
completed  during  the  year.  The  scheme  included  the  laying  of 
approximately  6|  miles  of  sewers  serving  the  townlet  of  Great 
Missenden  and  the  village  of  Little  Missenden,  a trunk  sewer 
connecting  the  whole  with  the  existing  trunk  sewer  in  Amersham. 
The  above  seheme  has  necessitated  an  enlargement  of  the  existing 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Amersham,  and  the  work  on  these 
extensions  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
scheme  for  the  Parishes  of  Chalfont  St.  Peter  and  Cnalfont  St. 
Giles,  and  also  the  drainage  of  certain  parts  of  the  Amersham 
Rural  D.strict  to  the  disposal  wor.es  of  adjoining  Authorities. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  had  appoved  the 
prinsiples  of  the  scheme,  and  had  indicated  that  they  would  be 
prepared  to  consider  an  application  for  sanction  to  loan  based 
on  tenders  received. 

A small  extension  entailing  the  laying  of  approximately  30ft. 
of  sewer  was  carried  out  in  Chestnut  Lane,  Amersham  during 
the  year. 

During  the  year  197  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewer  in  the 
Parishes  of  Amersham  and  Chesham  Bois,  and  35  houses  in  the 
Parishes  of  Great  Missenhen  and  Little  Missenden. 

The  only  parts  of  the  District  which  at  present  have  a ma:n  drainage 
system  are  Amersham  and  Chesham  Bois  and  Great  and  Little 
Missenden.  The  remainder  of  the  District  depends  upon  cesspool 
drainage  and  pail  closets,  privies  and  middens  being  almost  extinct 

The  Latchmore  Estate  Sewage  System  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Council  work  in  conjunction  with  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board  Inspectors,  and  no  complaints  as  to  the  pollution  of  rivers 
and  streams  have  been  received  from  the  Inspectors.  Undoubt- 
edly the  possibility  of  pollution  has  been  reduced  since  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  main  drainage  system  for  Great  and  Little 
Missenden.  It  is  hoped  that  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Chalfonts 
will  be  commenced  in  1938,  and  the  sewering  of  these  areas  should 
diminish  still  further  the  possibilities  of  pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Within  the  areas  where  a main  sewer  is  available,  owners  of 
property  are  co-operating  in  the  conversion  of  Earth  Closets  an  1 
Pail  Closets  into  Water  Closets,  and  conversions  have  also  be?n 
carried  out  where  houses  are  drained  to  cesspooli.  During  the 
year  27  conversions  have  been  carried  out  as  a result  of  the 
service  of  Notices. 

New  buildings  are  provided  with  water  closets. 

The  Council  have  not  adopted  a scheme  under  section  39  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  for  the  conversion  of 
Earth  Closets  and  Pail  Closets  into  Water  Closets,  nor  have  they 
taken  action  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
which  relates  to  assistance  given  by  the  Local  Authority  in 
connection  with  the  conversions  referred  to. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

A Refuse  collection  service  is  in  operation  in  the  following  Parishes. 


Parish. 

Service. 

Disposal. 

Amersham 

Weekly 

Control  Tipping. 

Chalfont  St.  Giles 

»;  • • 

9 9 

Chalfont  St.  Peter 

ft  • • 

9 9 

Chesham  Bois 

• • ))  • • 

9 9 

Seer  Green 

• • >9  * * 

9 9 

Ashley  Green 

Quarterly 

Tipping 

Penn 

Fortnightly 

9 9 

Little  Missenden 

Quarterly 

>9 

Great  Missenden  . . Varies  from  twice  a month 

to  quarterly  in  various  parts 
of  the  Parish.  ,, 

Cholesbury-cum- 

St. -Leonards  Quarterly 

Chartridge  ,, 

Latimer  ,,  ,, 

The  Council  are  considering  a combined  scheme  for  the  collection 

and  disposal  of  refuse  from  various  Parishes,  the  object  of  the 
scheme  being  to  centralise  and  improve  the  existing  services. 

It  is  expected  that  the  scheme  will  be  put  into  operation  early 
next  year. 

The  cleansing  of  Earth  Closets  and  Pit  Privies  and  the  disposal 
of  the  contents  is  carried  out  by  the  house-holders,  and  there 
appears  to  be  increasing  difficulty  in  satisfactorily  disposing  of  the 
contents  of  these  closets. 


A cesspool  emptying  service  is  in  operation  in  the  parishes  of 
Amersham,  Chesham  Bois,  Great  Missenden,  Little  Missenden 
and  Chalfont  St.  Peter  and  a rate  charge  is  made  for  the 
purpose.  In  the  remaining  parishes  cesspools  are  emptied  and  a 
charge  of  10/-  per  hour  is  made. 

Difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  finding  sites  for  the  disposal 
of  the  cesspool  contents. 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

On  the  1st  October,  1937,  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  came 
into  operation.  This  Act  re-enacts  in  one  statute  the  law  relating 
to  the  chief  subjects  dealt  with  in  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
allied  statutes.  It  consolidates,  in  some  350  sections,  the  provisions 
of  over  600  sections  contained  in  some  60  existing  Acts.  At  the  same 
time  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  amend  and  simplify  the  law  in 
many  respects  and  to  make  of  general  application  certain  powers, 
hitherto  possessed  by  Urban  Authorities  only.  The  Act  largely 
abandons  the  practice  of  the  adoption  by  local  authorities  of  Public 
Health  provisions,  hence  there  is  now  no  necessity,  with  the  exception 
of  the  powers  mentioned  below,  for  the  adoption  of  a lower  standard 
of  sanitation  in  Rural  Districts. 
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Ihe  following  is  a summary  of  powers  of  Urban  authorities  not 
enforceable  by  Rural  Councils  except  when  invested  with  Urban 
powers  in  accordance  with  Section  13  of  the  Act; — 


Section. 


11.  Power  of  urban  authority  to  divide  district. 

41.  In  urban  district  notice  to  be  given  of  intention  to  repair,  etc., 
underground  drains. 

46.  Sanitary  conveniences  in  factories,  etc., 

79.  Power  to  require  removal  of  noxious  matter  by  occupier  of 
premises  in  urban  district. 

80.  Periodical  removal  of  manure,  etc.,  from  stables,  etc.,  in  urban 
district. 

107.  Restriction  on  establishment  of  offensive  trade  in  urban  district. 

108.  Byelaws  as  to  certain  trades  in  urban  districts. 

263.  Watercourses  in  urban  district  not  to  be  culverted  except  in 

accordance  with  approved  plan. 

264.  Urban  authority  may  require  repair  and  cleansing  of  culverts. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  visits  and 
Notices  served  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection. 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply 
Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ... 

Fried  Fish  Shops 
'A  Factories 
'Workshops 
Workplaces 
Bakehouses 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

Theatres  and  places  of  Entertainment 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  & Mice 

, * 

Smoke  observations 

Schools 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  visits 

Housing. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Visits  paid  to  houses  previously  inspected 
No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Visits  paid  to  houses  previously  inspected 
No.  of  houses  inspected  in  connection  with 

Overcrowding 

Visits  paid  to  houses  previously  inspected 
No.  of  houses  inspected  for  Vermin 
Visits  paid  to  houses  previously  inspected 
Miscellaneous  Housing  visits 
Interviews  with  Owners,  etc., 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

Visits  re  Disinfection 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  visits 


69 

71 

24 

2 

42 

6 

14 

13 

1 

2 

16 

53 

9 

7 

3 

42 

224 


19 

17 

279 

203 

15 

5 

30 

21 

293 

99 


55 

59 

7 
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Meat  & Food  Inspection. 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits,  including  visits 
to  Slaughtei  houses.  Shops,  stalls  <ind  other 

premises 

Visits  to  : — 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  •••  ••• 

Cowsheds  (for  purposes  other  than  sediment  testing)  ... 
Dairies  and  Milkshops  (for  purposes  other  than 

sediment  testing) 

Farms  for  the  purpose  of  sediment  testing 
Visits  in  connection  with  sampling. 

Milk — Bacteriological  (samples  taken)  

Milk — Sediment  Test  (tests  carried  out)  

Food  and  Drugs  samples  

Miscellaneous  food  visits 


433 

3 
2 

63 

44 

159 

4 

643 

1 
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Informal  notices  served  and  complied  with. 


Served. 

Complied  wi 

Housing  Acts 

111 

37 

To  abate  a nuisance 

34 

26 

To  obtain  a water  supply 

26 

18 

Milk  and  Dairies  ... 

83 

51 

Factory  & Workshops 

2 

2 

Shops 

10 

8 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

3 

3 

Statutory  notices  served  and 

complied  with. 

Served. 

Complied  wi 

Power  of  Entry  (Housing  Acts) 

323 

323 

To  obtain  a water  supply 

1 

1 

Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936,  (Repair  of  dwelling-house) 

22 

7 

Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(Section  dealing  with  Demolition) 

20 

20 

Requisition  for  Information 

16 

16 

Sanitary  improvements  effected  as  a result  of 
Informal  notices  served. 


Internal. 

External. 

Ceilings  repaired 

63 

Roofs  repaired 

34 

Walls  repaired  

58 

Chimney  stacks  repaired 

18 

Walls  rendered  waterproof 

56 

Eaves  gutters  repaired 

32 

Floors  repaired 

44 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired 

22 

Window  fittings  repaired, 

78 

Walls  repaired  or  repointed 

43 

or  renewed  (sashcords  etc.) 

19 

Walls  rendered  dampproof 

25 

Door  fittings  repaired 

34 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

57 

Staircases  repaired 

17 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

29 

Larders  provided 

6 

Yard  areas  paved  and 

Additional  windows  provided 

23 

drained  ... 

28 

Through  ventilation  provided 

5 

Drainage  systems  repaired 

3 

Ventilators  fixed  in  bedrooms 

1 

New  drainage  systems 

Coppers  repaired 

7 

provided 

35 

Washing  Accommodation 

Sinks  provided 

21 

provided 

11 

Cesspools  constructed  ... 

12 

Cooking  ranges  repaired 

Houses  connected  to  sewer 

7 

and  renewed 

17 

P.Cs.  converted  to  W.Cs. 

27 

Rooms  redecorated 

83 

P.Cs.  repaired 

3 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ... 

3 

W.Cs.  repaired  

1 

Verminous  houses  cleansed 

4 

Sanitary  bins  provided 

26 

Miscellaneous  works 

113 

Main  water  laid  on 

19 

External  Decorative 

repairs  

30 

Miscellaneous  works 

98 

10 


Game  Act,  1831. 

No.  of  Game  Licenses  renewed 
No.  of  Game  Licenses  issued 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

No.  of  Slaughter  houses  registered 
No.  of  new  registrations 

No.  of  defects  found  

No.  of  defects  remedied 

Factory  & Workshops  Act,  1901. 

No.  of  new  workshops  registered 

No.  of  workshops  on  register  at  end  of  year 

No.  of  Bakehouses  on  register 

No.  of  new  registrations 

No.  of  defects  found 

No.  of  defects  remedied 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936. 

No.  of  licenses  renewed 
No.  of  new  licenses  issued 

Milk  & Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1935. 

Milk  & Dairies  Order,  1926. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers,  etc.,  on  register  at  end  of  year 
No.  of  applications  for  registration  granted  during 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Notices  served 
No.  of  Notices  complied  with 
No.  of  samples  taken 

No.  of  satisfactory  results  ...  ...  

No.  of  unsatisfactory  results  ...  

No.  of  Sediment  Tests  carried  out 


8 

3 


13 

Nil 

3 

3 


3 

71 

17 

nil 

2 

2 


15 

5 


104 

27 

83 

51 

4 

3 

1 

643 


Rats  & Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

All  cases  of  infestation  by  Rats  and  Mice  in  the  District 
are  referred  to  the  County  Rat  Officer,  appointed  under 
this  Act. 


Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936. 

No.  of  licenses  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

No.  of  licenses  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  licenses  transferred  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  visits  made  in  respect  of  the  testing  of  petrol  tanks  4 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No.  of  Slaughterman’s  licenses  renewed 
No.  of  new  licenses  issued 

Building  and  Town  Planning  Statistics. 

No.  of  plans  and  applications  submitted 

No.  of  plans  and  applications  approved 

No.  of  excavations  inspected 

No.  of  drainage  inspections  and  tests 

No.  of  final  inspections 

No.  of  miscellaneous  inspections 

No.  of  completion  certificates  issued 

No.  of  water  certificates  issued 

No.  of  General  Interim  Development  Order  certificates 

issued  ...  ...  ...  

No.  of  reports  prepared  for  Town  Planning  Committee 
No.  of  reports  prepared  for  Buildings  Committee 


30 

3 


583 

557 

399 

804 

340 

303 

35 

220 

476 

12 

12 
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Other  Office  Statistics. 


No.  of  letters  written  and  other  miscellaneous  items 

No.  of  registers  kept 

No.  of  record  books  kept 

No.  of  tracings  and  site  plans  drawn 

No  of  reports  prepared  for  Public  Health  Committee 


app.  4779 
19 
19 

...  205 

19 


Shops. 

During  the  year  42  visits  were  paid  to  shops.  In  10  cases 
contraventions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934  with  regard  to  temperature 
were  found.  Informal  Notices  were  served  on  the  occupiers 
of  the  shops  and  in  8 cases  the  Notices  have  been  complied  with. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Smoke 
Abatement)  Act,  1926  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  no  industries 
exist  in  the  area  which  give  rise  to  smoke  nuisances. 


Swimming  Baths  & Pools. 

There  are  three  swimming  baths  within  the  Council’s  area  which 
are  available  to  the  public.  No  samples  of  the  water  were  taken 
for  analysis  during  the  year. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

In  the  month  of  November,  the  rehousing  of  families  from  the 
Amersham  Clearance  Areas  was  carried  out.  Proir  to  removal 
to  the  new  houses,  an  inspection  of  the  furniture  and  effects  was 
made  for  the  detection  of  vermin. 

It  was  found  necessary  in  23  cases  to  carry  out  disinfestation 
and  this  was  done  by  the  Council’s  workmen  under  the  superv- 
ision of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  disinfesting  agent  used  was 
Zaldecide,  a product  of  the  makers  of  Izal. 


Schools. 

The  water  supply  in  all  cases  is  satisfactory,  main  water  being 
available.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  cause  all  the  sanitary  accom- 
modation at  the  schools  to  be  of  the  water  closet  type.  Impro- 
vements were  carried  out  during  the  year  at  the  Church  of 
England  School,  St.  Leonards,  conversions  from  pail  closets  to 
water  closets  being  effected,  new  water  closets  and  urinals  being 
constructed  and  a new  drainage  system  being  provided. 
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Housing. 


On  the  ist  January,  1937t  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  came  into  oper- 
ation. This  Act  does  not  include  any  new  legislative  requirements, 
but  merely  repeals  and  re-enacts  in  a consolidated  form  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Acts  of  1925,  1930,  and  1935.  Owing  to  the  numerous 
and  important  amendments  made  by  the  Act  of  1930  in  the  Act  of 
of  1925,  and  by  the  Act  of  1935  in  both  the  earlier  Acts,  the  position 
housing  legislation  had  become  extremely  complicated,  and  the  new 
Act  assembles  in  appropriate  sequence  the  various  parts  of  the  Housing 
code  previously  found  in  the  earlier  Acts. 

The  Housing  Inspection  of  the  area  has  been  steadily  pursued 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  significant  to  note  that  of  298  houses  14  % 
were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  of  being 
rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost.  These  houses  are  being  dealt  with 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  (Power  of  Local  Authority 
to  Order  the  Demolition  of  an  Insanitary  House),  and  so  far  no  diffi- 
culty has  been  experienced  in  causing  owners  either  to  render  the  houses 
in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  or  to  accept  a Demolition  Order. 

Procedure  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  (Power  of  the 
Local  Authority  to  require  Repair  of  an  Insanitary  House)  has  also 
been  found  useful  where  informal  Notices  to  repair  a dwelling-house 
have  been  disregarded,  and  during  the  year  44  houses  have  been 
rendered  fit.  This  number  does  not  include  houses  wherein  minor 
defects  have  been  attended  to  satisfatorily  or  nuisances  have  been 
abated. 

Statement  of  Procedure  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936,  DURIMG  THE  YEAR  1937. 


Parish. 

No.  of 
houses 
dealt  with 

No.  on 
which 
Demolition 
Ordei  s wu  e 
made. 

No  on 
which 
Undertak- 
ings to 
render  fit 
were 
accepted- 

No.  on 
which 
Undertak- 
ings not  to 
let  for 
Human 
Habitation 
were 

accepted. 

No.  of 
persons 
to  be 
rehoused 
by  the 
Council. 

Amersham 

2 

— 

2 

— 

6 

Little  Missenden 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Ashley  Green  . . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Seer  Green 

9 

5 

4 

— 

37 

Cholesbury-cum-St. 
Leonards  . . 

1 



— 

1 

2 

Coleshill 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Tot AES 

16 

9 

6 

1 

1 

57 

13 


1 — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1 .)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  hous- 
ing defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2.)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 
head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


298 

298 


279 

279 


42 


111 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  Defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  sections  g,  io  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 
(2.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(D)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936  : 

(1.)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  nil 
(2.)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  nil 


22 

7 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 


4. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 Overcrowding. 


(a)  (1.) 


(2.) 

(3.) 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  durin 

the  year  


73 

73 

465 

Or 

C> 

11 


14 


(c)  (1.)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  31 

(2.)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  174 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  nil 

{e)  A scheme  is  being  prepared  for  the  abatement  of  the 
remaining  cases  of  Overcrowding  in  the  Council's  area. 

In  pursuance  of  Section  62  (2)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
363  certificates  as  to  Permitted  Numbers  have  been  issued  to  ow- 
ners, etc. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Milk  Supply. 

During  the  year  increasing  importance  has  been  paid  to  the 
production  of  clean  milk,  and  experience  has  proved  that  the  best 
way  to  ensure  that  milk  leaves  tne  farm  in  a clean  state  is  to  carrv 
out  tests  and  inspections  at  the  time  of  milking,  particularly  the 
morning  milking. 

During  the  year  643  tests  have  been  carried  out  by  means  of 
sediment  testing  apparatus,  154  visits  being  paid  to  farms  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  tests.  These  always  disclose  any 
contraventions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  the  cow- 
keeper’s  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  verbally,  the  whole  matter 
being  confirmed  in  writing  later. 

Where  an  improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was 
found  to  be  desirable,  it  is  true  to  say  that  without  exception  this 
has  been  obtained,  although  there  are  a few  cowkeepers  who  are 
not  clean  milk  minded,  and  unless  they  are  followed  up  persistently, 
they  tend  to  relapse.  These  cowkeepers  have  been  warned  that 
continued  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order 
1926,  will  result  in  prosecution. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 

Continued  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  improvement  of 
cowsheds  and  dairies  throughout  the  year,  and  as  a result  of  in- 
formal action,  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  the  follow- 
ing farms  : — 

Bowstridge  Farm,  Chalfont  St.  Giles 

New  cowshed  and  improvements  to  yard  drainage. 

Kennel  Farm,  Amersham. 

New  cowshed  and  dairy. 

Holtspur  Bottom  Farm,  Penn. 

New  cowshed  added  and  improvements  to  existing  cowsheds 

Crown  Farm,  Amersham. 

Enlargement  and  moderning  of  old  cowsheds,  additional  light, 
ventilation  and  extension  of  water  supply.  New  dairy. 

Raans  Farm,  Amersham. 

Improvements  to  cowshed.  New  dairy.  Sterilising  equip- 
ment provided. 
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Penn  Street  Farm,  Penn  Street. 

Drainage  provided  to  cowsheds  and  dairy.  Yard  area  impro- 
ved. 

Wycombe  Heath  Farm,  Holmer  Green. 

Improvements  to  cowsheds,  new  floors,  additional  light  and 
ventilation.  One  new  cowshed.  Main  water  laid  on. 

Pembroke  Farm,  Little  Kingshill. 

New  cowshed  and  dairy. 

Mrs,  Chapman’s  premises,  Ashley  Green. 

New  cowshed  and  dairy. 

Cudsdens  Farm,  Great  Missenden. 

Improvements  to  dairy,  drainage  to  cowsheds  and  to  yard. 

Brentford  Grange  Farm,  Coleshill. 

Extensions  to  cowsheds  and  improvements  to  drainage. 

Newlands  Park  Farm,  Chalfont  St.  Peter. 

Improvements  to  cowsheds  and  drainage. 

83  Informal  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  under  the 
Milk  and  Daires  Order.  51  were  complied  with,  and  in  the  re- 
maining 32  cases  the  Notice  was  partly  complied  with. 

4 samples  of  undesignated  milk  were  taken  during  the  year 
the  results  of  the  analyses  in  three  cases  being  satisfactory  and  in 
one  case  unsatisfactory.  Action  was  taken  accordingly. 

In  a number  of  cases,  when  sediment  tests  were  being  carried 
out,  unusual  deposits  were  found  on  the  filter  pad,  such  deposits 
indicating  that  the  cow  was  suffering  from  a disorder  of  the  udder. 
These  cases  were  notified  to  the  appropriate  Officer  of  the  Bucks 
County  Council  for  his  attention. 

27  applications  for  registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926  were  received,  and  all  were  granted. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  20  licenses  had  been  issued  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  as  follow  : — 


Designation 

Dealer’s  Bottling 
License 

Dealer’s  Retail- 
-ing  License. 

Supplementary 

License 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

3 

10 

2 

Accredited 

1 

1 

2 

Pasteurised 

“ ““ 

1 

— 

Within  the  Rural  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  10 
producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  20  producers  of  Accredited 
milk. 
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Meat  and  other  Foods. 


During  the  year,  438  visits  were  paid  to  meat  and  food  prem- 
ises. 


5 tons  10  cwts.  0 qrs.  15f  lbs.  of  meat  and  other  foods  were 
found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for  humun  consumption,  and  the 
entire  amount  was  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  persons  having 
possession  ox  the  same. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  weights  of  the  diseased 
meat  and  the  nature  of  the  diseases  found  : — 

Description  and  Weight  of  Diseased  Meat  Voluntarily  Surrendered. 


Disease 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 
& Lamb 

Hog,  etc. 
& Pork 

Tuberculosis 

3742  lbs.  (8 
carcases) 

' 



5571  lbs.  (8 
carcases  and 
parts  of 
carcases 

> > 

Tubercular  Pie- 

795  lbs  (Parts 
of  carcases) 

urisy 

618  lbs  (parts 
of  carcases) 

598  lbs.  (5 
carcases  and 
and  parts  of 
carcases 

Pleurisy 

Umbilical 

159  lbs.  1 
carcase  and 
parts  of 
carcases 

Pyaemia 

37  lbs. 

67  lbs. 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis 

— 

— 

22  lbs. 

Yellow  Jaundice 

— 

■» — 

— 

68  lbs. 

Fever 

149  lbs.  (1 
carcase  and 
part  of 
carcase) 

Injury 

60  lbs. 

— 

112  lbs. 

Peritonitis 

78  lbs.  (1 
carcase) 

Dropsy 

Swine 

' 

156f  lbs.  (2 
carcases  and 
parts  of 
carcases) 

Erysipelas 

— 

■ 

91  lbs. 

(1  carcase) 

Milk  Spots 
Strongylus 

“ 

— 

■ 

14  lbs. 

Rufescens 

— 

— 

I7lbs 

— 

Hydatid  Cysts 
Tepid  (Chilled 

— 

7 lbs. 

Beef) 

60  lbs. 

— 

— 

14  lbs 

Contaminated 

— 

— 

— 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

During  the  year  1937  there  were  twenty  two  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified,  thirty  two  fewer  than  in  1936.  The  greatest  number.  Eleven 
in  all,  again  occurred  on  Amersham  Common,  two  in  January,  both  in 
houses  where  there  had  been  previous  cases  ; one  in  April,  one  in  June, 
two  in  October  and  five  in  November  ; four  of  the  November  cases  and 
one  of  the  October  cases  were  due  to  one  infection  and  all  lived  in  the 
same  house. 

There  were  five  cases  at  Little  Missenden.  These  also  arose  from 
one  infection  and  occurred  in  four  Council  houses  next  door  to  one 
another. 

The  remaining  six  cases  were  scattered  through  the  District.  One 
at  Penn  in  February.  Two  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  respectively  in  March 
and  October.  Two  at  Amersham-on-the-Hill  in  November,  and  one  at 
Holmer  Green  in  August. 

Of  the  above  twenty-two  cases,  two  cases  had  been  immunised,  one,  a 
girl  of  5,  so  shortly  before ^he  acquired  ti^fce  infection  that  the  immun- 
isation could  have  had  no  effect.  The  other  case,  a boy  of  13,  was  I 
understand,  immunised  about  a year  previous  at  Weymouth. 

A 

Vials  of  Diphtheria  Ant-Toxin  are  always  kept  in  stock  and  are 
supplied  at  once  to  the  medical  men  in  the  district  who  may  require 
them.  These  and  other  Vaccines  when  needed  are  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  & Co. 

There  were  38  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  one  more  than  the  number 
given  by  the  Registrar  General,  an  increase  of  fourteen,  in  comparison 
with  1936.  The  Disease  occurred  throughout  the  year  but  was  most 
prevalent  in  September.  November  and  particularly  in  December.  In 
January  4 cases,  in  March  4 cases,  in  April  1 case,  in  June  4 cases,  in 
August  1 case,  September  5 cases,  in  October  3 cases  in  November  5 
cases  and  in  December  9 cases. 

There  were  no  cases  in  February  and  July.  The  Disease  was  very 
scattered  throughout  the  District,  Chalfont  St.  Peter  had  the  largest 
number,  12  cases  in  all,  and  these  were  scattered  throughout  the  year. 

The  remaining  26  cases  occurred  in  the  following  places  : 

Chalfont  St.  Giles  3,  Amersham  2,  Amersham  Common  4,  Amersham- 
on-the-Hill  2,  Seer  Green  3,  Jordans  1,  Chesham  Bois  1,  Holmer  Green 
3,  Ley  Hill  1,  Gt.  Missenden  4,  Ashley  Green  1,  Little  Missenden  1. 

It  was  impossible  to  discover  the  source  of  infection  in  most  cases 
unless  more  than  one  occurred  in  the  same  house,  or  in  a house  where 
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there  ha:l  been  a previous  case.  Three  however  one  at  Amersham  - 
on-the-Hill.  one  at  Chesham  Bois,  and  one  at  Gt.  Missenden,  all 
attended  a scho  )1  at  Rickmmsworth  where,  I understand,  there  have 
been  other  cases. 

Sixteen  cases  of  pneumonia  were  reported  during  the  year,  the  Registrar 
General,  however  gives  the  number  as  fifteen.  Ten  of  these  cases  were 
notified  in  January,  seven  being  Lobar  and  three  Influenzal  in  origin. 
Of  the  remaining  six  cases  one  was  reported  in  February,  two  in  April 
one  in  May  and  two  in  October.  As  regards  locality  seven  occurred  in 
Amersham,  five  in  Chalfont  St.  Peter,  one  at  Hyde  Heath,  one  at 
Chesham  Bois,  one  at  Winchmore  Hill  and  one  at  Coleshill. 

Paratyphoid  B.  Two  cases,  One  in  Amersham  the  other  in  Chalfont 
St.  Giles  Parish.  I was  not  able  to  trace  the  sourse  of  infection  in  either 
case. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  at  Latimer,  there  was  no  association 
with  Scarlet  Fever  with  this  case. 

Six  cases  of  Erysipelas.  Three  of  these  cases  were  at  Chalfont  St. 
Peter,  one  at  Chalfont  St.  Giles  and  one  at  Amersham.  Two  of  those 
at  Chalfont  St.  Giles  and  the  one  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  were  sent  into 
Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorom  at  Chalfont  St  Peter.  This 
case  was  sent  to  the  L.C.C.  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  and  recovered. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns  there  was  one  death 
from  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  in  this  district.  The  patient's  house  is  in 
this  district  but  the  patient  contracted  the  disease  outside  and  was 
never  within  the  district  up  to  his  death.  The  case  was  therefore 
never  notified  to  me. 

According  to  the  Elementary  School  Returns  Measles  was  more  or 
less  prevalent  thoughout  the  district  from  May  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  particularly  so  in  June  and  July,  most  markedly  so  at  Great 
Missenden,  Hawridge  and  Lee  Common  in  those  months  and  somewhat 
so  at  Hyde  Heath  and  Prestwood  in  October  and  November.  There 
w4a/:a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  Chickenpox  at  Amersham 
Common  School  in  February  and  March  and  at  St.  Leonards  and  Ley 
Hill  in  April  and  May  and  at  Little  Kingshill  in  October.  Influenza 
was  very  prevalent  in  Amersham  in  January.  There  were  a good 
many  cases  of  Mumps  at  Hyde  Heath  in  September  and  October. 
Whooping  Cough  appears  to  have  been  most  prevalent  in  May,  June 
and  November,  though  fairly  scattered  through  the  district.  There 
were  one  or  two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  at  Chalfont  St  Giles  in  January. 
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No  cases  of  Dysentry,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  or  Encephalitis  Leth- 
argica  were  notified. 

All  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diptheria  and  other  infectious  Diseases 
are  nursed  at  home,  whenever  it  is  possible  for  proper  isolation  and 
nursing  to  be  carried  out.  Where  this  is  impossible  the  patients  are 
sent  to  the  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens  are  sent  for  examination 
to  the  Clinical  Research  Association.  Watergate  House,  York  Road 
Adelphi. 

The  Dick  Test  for  Scarlet  Fever  has  not  hitherto  been  used. 
Immunisation  against  Diptheria  is  carried  out  at  the  following  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  Amersham,  Winchmore  Hill,  ChalfontSt.  Giles,  Chart- 
ridge,  Great  Missenden  and  Prestwood. 

No  cases  of  Anthrax,  Undulant  Fever,  Glandular  Fever  or  Psittaco- 
sis were  reported. 

No  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  required  to 
be  done  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  prevention)  Regulations, 
1917- 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  Formalin,  and  infected  bedding  is 
destroyed  ; when  necessary  the  Council  compensate  those  concerned 
from  any  loss  sustained,  or  the  bedding  can  be  disinfected  at  the 
Amersham  Institution,  at  the  owner’s  expense. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


(other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1937. 


1 Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

38 

29 

0 

Diphtheria 

22 

22 

1 

Enteric  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

2 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

16 

8 

19 

Erysipelas 

6 

3 

0 

| Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

0 

Only  the  name  of  three  of  those  who  died  of  pneumonia 
correspond  with  the  names  of  cases  notified. 


.2  | 
a 2 

r2  O 

Deaths 

Ophtha 

Neonat 

l 

No.  of 
Cases 
Noti- 
fied 

W 

t 

(0  fl 

u >pt 

Z x 

Q.  « 

Deaths 

& ►* 
<V)  >H 

3CU 

No.  of 
Cases 
noti- 
fied 

M 

X— \ 

03 

T3 

u 

•p  o 
-a 

Deaths 

a £ 

w « 

(S 

&. 

No.  of 
Cases 
noti- 
fied 

i 

W 

(A 

cd 

^ k 
0) 
O, 

Deaths 

(A 

>> 

h 

W 

No.  of 
Cases 
noti- 
fied 

W 

W 

W 

fO 

2 

’a 

o 

s 

Deaths 

M 

HH 

•— « 

3 

4) 

a 

eu 

No.  of 
Cases 
noti- 
fied 

w 

M 

M 

M 

CO 

O' 

.2 

*C 

0) 

JQ 

Deaths 

M 

J3 

a 

Q 

No.  of 
Cases 
noti- 
fied 

N 

M 

M 

W 

O' 

M 

w 

u 

> 

Uh 

Deaths 

ju 

'll 

3 

u 

C/3 

No.  of 
Cases 
noti- 
fied 

M 

N 

<N 

OI 

IO 

— 

m 

CO 

Ages 

Under  i year 

i year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

5 years 

io  years 

15  years 

20  years 

35  years 

V) 

Ih 

rt 

<v 

So 

in 

65  years  and  over 

22 


Cancer. 


According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  Return  there  were  24  deaths 
due  to  Cancer  among  men  and  29  among  women  in  this  district. 

According  to  the  local  Registrar’s  Return  I find  that  32  men  died 
who  were  suffering  from  Malignant  disease  of  one  form  or  another, 
though  this  may  not  have  been  the  immediate  cause  of  death,  and  32 
women. 


In  the  following  list  I have  only  put  down  what  appeared  from  the 
wordings  of  the  Death  Certificates,  to  be  the  situation  of  the  primary 
Growth. 


Situation  of  Growth 

Men 

Ages 

Lip 

a 

73,68 

(Esophagus 

2 

66,77 

Pharynx 

1 

58 

Stomach 

3 

78,  73,  44 

Colon 

3 

73,  22,  76 

Rectum 

3 

72,  70,  65 

Liver 

8 

69,  69,  71,  48, 
71,  45,  66,  68 

Pancreas 

— 

— 

Kidney 

1 

76 

Mediastinum 

2 

72,  61 

Mesenteric  Glands 

1 

69 

Peritoneum 

— 

— 

Orbit 

1 

67 

Glands  of  Neck 

1 

60 

Thyroid 

— 

— 

Breast 

— 

— 

Vulva 

— 

— 

Uterus 

— 

— 

Prostate 

2 

63.  75, 

Multiple  Carcinomata 

1 

55 

Melanotic  Sarcoma 

1 

33 

Multiple  Sarcomata 

— 

— 

Women  Ages 


5 62.  70,  64,  81,  59 

4 62,  79,  76,  81 

2 61,  82 

2 69,  41 

3 79,  74,  73 


1 55 


1 64 

9 65,59,44,64,51 

61,  74,  67  63 

1 72 

3 56,  68,  63 


1 5 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 
Amendment  Act,  1925,  for  the  prevention  of  Blindness,  or  for  the 
treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


# 

Age  Periods 

New  ( 

3ases. 

Deat 

hs 

Respi 

ratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

N< 

Respi 

m- 

ratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

' 

1 

15 

1 

1 

25 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45 

1 

1 

1 

2 

55 

2 

1 

1 

3 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

7 

5 

1 

3 

5 

7 

2 

2 

Of  the  above  16  deaths,  eight  are  of  cases  previously  notified. 

On  the  whole  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis  cases  is  fairly  well 
carried  out,  and  I know  of  no  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify  . 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year. 


I once  more  desire  to  acknowledge  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  performed  their  duties  and  to  thank 
them  both  and  the  Sanitary  Staff  for  the  great  help  they  have  been  to 
me  personally. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HUMPHREY  ENGLAND. 


STATISTICS  PROVIDED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL. 

Estimated  Resident  Popvdation  (middle  of  1937)  31,570. 
Amersham  Rural  District 
Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 


Small- 

Scarlet 

Diph- 

Enteric 

Pneu- 

Puerperal 

Ery- 

pox. 

Fever. 

theria. 

Fever. 

monia. 

Pyrexia. 

sipelas. 

— 

37 

22 

2 

15 

1 

6 

Birth-rates  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates  and 
Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1937. 

England  and  Wale<,  London,  1 ?5  Great  Towns,  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 
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County  Boro’s 
and  Great 
Towns  including 
London 

148 

Eng- 

land 

& 

Wales 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County 

Births : 

Rates  per 

1,000  Population 

Live 

i4‘9 

14*  9 

15-  3 

13'  3 

Still 

o-6o 

0-67 

0-64 

o-54 

Deaths  : 

All  Causes 

12-  4 

12-  5 

ii-  9 

12-  3 

Typhoid  and  Para- 
Typhoid  Fevers 

O'OO 

0*01 

o-oo 

o-oo 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

o-oi 

Scarlet  Fever 

o-oi 

o-oi 

o-oi 

o-oi 

Whooping  Cough 

OO4 

0-04 

0-03 

0-06 

Diptheria. 

0-07 

0-08 

0-05 

0.05 

Influenza 

o-45 

o-39 

0-42 

0-38 

Violence 

°'54 

o-45 

0-42 

0-51 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox 

0-00 

_ 

o-oo 

_ 

Scarlet  fever 

2-33 

2-56 

2-42 

2-09 

Diphtheria 

1 -49 

1 -8i 

1-38 

i-93 

Enteric  fever 

0-05 

0-06 

0-04 

0-05 

Erysipelas 

°’37 

0-43 

o-34 

0-44 

Pneumonia 

136 

1-58 

I -20 

1 -18 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1 

58 

62 

55 

60 

year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diar- 
rhoea and  Enteritis 
under  2 years  of  age 

5-  8 

7'  9 

3.  2 

12-  O 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

097 

) 

Others 

2-26 

INot  available 

Total 

3-23 

J 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and  Still) 

Maternal  Mortality : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-94 

1 

Others 

2-17 

>Not  available 

Total 

311 

J 

Notifications : 

Puerperal  fever  . 

13-93 

17-59 

11-52 

{ 4'15 

Puerperal  pyrexia  } 

1 I4-34 

The  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Deaths  by  Causes 
for  the  Amersham  Rural  District,  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Causes  ...  ...  •••  ... 

1 Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers... 

2 l\f  easles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 Scarlet  fever 

4 Whooping  cough  ... 

5 Diphtheria 

6 Influenza 

7 Encephalitis  lethargica 

8 Cerebro-spinal  fever 

9 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

10  Other  tuberculosis  diseases 

1 1 Syphilis 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  etc. 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14  Diabetes 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage 

16  Heart  disease 

17  Aneurysm 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 

19  Bronchitis  ... 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

23  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

24  Appendicitis 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

27  Other  digestive  causes 

28  Nephritis 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

31  Congenital  causes  ... 

32  Senility 

33  Suicide 

34  Other  violence 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 
Special  causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) — - 

Small-pox  

Poliomyelitis  ... 

Polioencephalitis 

r Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  - Legitimate 

under  1 year  l Illegitimate  

( Total  

Live  Births  ...  1 Legitimate  

I Illegitimate  

f Total  

Stillbirths  ...  1 Legitimate 

t Illegitimate 

Population — Estimated  for  the  middle  of  1937 


M. 

156 


1 

7 

1 

5 

2 


24 

4 

5 
46 

1 

3 

10 

I 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 


7 
6 
2 
6 
1 1 


F. 

168 

1 

2 
1 

6 


7 

2 

1 

29 

4 

10 

47 

I 

12 

4 

9 

1 

I 

4 


7 

3 

1 

6 

2 

2 

3 
2 


11  9 

11  9 


257 

252 

5 

7 

6 

1 


218 

210 

8 

5 

5 


3L5io 


General  Register  Office, 
Somerset  House, 
London,  W.C.2. 
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Death  rates  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspector  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

1 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

64 

2 

Nil 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

W 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

92 

2 

Nil 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Pro 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

(5) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

I 

I 

Want  of  ventilation 

Nil 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  nuisances 

1 

Nil 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

Insufficient 

r 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Nil 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshops  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Nil 

Other  Offences 

Nil 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 

work  and  offences  under  the  Sec- 

tions  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 

the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 

and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers 

Order,  1921). 

Total 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

♦Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1921,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION  108. 


There  are  no  Outworkers  Premises  within  the  District. 

H.  ENGLAND,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


